
The mastic asphalt roof at 
No 1 Palace Street SW1 was leaking
and under the management of DTZ
Debenham Tie Leung roofing
contractor Durable Contracts Ltd
installed new waterproofing and
insulation to an Axter specification.
The asphalt was repaired prior to
torch bonding a layer of Axter’s
FORCE 4000 DALLE 4 mm thick
elastomeric membrane to act as the
new waterproofing. The roof was
then overlaid with XPS insulation
with a cementitious topping to
provide a visually appealing surface.
At roof edges Durable provided a
specially manufactured powder
coated metal trim, in a colour to
match the existing lead flashing, to
which the insulation was fastened so
that it did not move under wind load.

WEBSITE
Axter is pleased to announce that
information on the company, its
systems, products etc can be found
at www.axter.co.uk

This comprehensive site has
specification details for roofing, roof
gardens, podium decks, etc. as well
as much of general interest about
the company, its products and its
QA and Environmental credentials.
If you have any news items,
preferably to do with Axter in some
form, which you would like to see
featured in the News section then
we would be pleased to include it. 

Further information is readily
available from Axter at the address
shown.
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Construction giant Carillion chose Axter
materials for two recent prestigious contracts
in the North of England. Apart from being
impressed by Axter’s range of polymeric
waterproofing membranes they also valued
the service provided by local Area Manager
Robert Smith, who was involved in the
planning for both contracts at an early stage
thereby fully embracing the partnering ethos
as formulated by Sir John Eagan. This enabled
Carillion make considerable savings on the
roofing packages and yet they did not have 
to compromise on quality.

No. 1 Piccadilly, Manchester
This prestigious
office block
constructed right
in the heart of the
city at Piccadilly
Gardens has an
inverted roof with
Axter’s robust 
FORCE 4000
DALLE polymeric
membrane for the

waterproofing layer. During construction the
waterproofing was quickly installed enabling the
roof space to be used for material storage for
the rest of the building.

Old Hall Street, Liverpool
The young up
and coming
developer
Beetham has
used the site of
the old Passport
Office to
construct a New
Passport Office, 
a Radisson SAS
Hotel and a 27-

storey Apartment Block. All three buildings
benefit from Axter materials and the design
had to be specially modified to resist the
exceptional wind forces on top of the exposed
100m high building from where there are
superb views over the Mersey estuary, 
the city of Liverpool and almost as far 
as Snowdonia in Wales.

6,000 m2 of problem free
green roofs designed and
supplied by Axter

6,000 m2 of problem free
green roofs designed and
supplied by Axter

Commenting on the 6,000 m2 project main
contractor M.J. Gleeson’s Neil Barker
remarked that the application had been very
successful, problem free and that they would
use the system again on their developments.
Architects for the scheme were Carey Jones of
Leeds and the roofing was installed in two
phases by Single Ply Roofing and Briggs
Roofing and Cladding, Leeds.

The £34 million Devonshire Green
Development in Sheffield comprises
nearly 500 apartments, shops, restaurants
and underground parking.
The inner courtyards have been
intensively landscaped by English
Landscapes and comprise a mixture of
lawns, herbaceous borders, trees and
hard landscaping to provide a valuable
amenity space. Waterproofed in Axter’s
ALPAFLORE fully adhered 2-layer
polymeric membranes, incorporating anti-
root additives, water management is via
Axter’s BAC CANALIS reservoir board.
As well as holding back up to 20 l/m2 of
rain water, thus reducing the demands on
the storm water drainage system, BAC
CANALIS is extremely robust and
provides additional protection to the
waterproofing which is particularly useful
during the application of the hard
surfacing and other landscape features.
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Following acceptance of Axter’s
specification Acclaim Roofing were
awarded a contract by Parkman
Property Management to upgrade both
the roof and upper level external walls
of Belvedere Infants School in Kent.
Roof falls were improved with the use
of an Axter tapered insulation scheme
and the waterproofing comprised the
self-adhesive base layer HYRANGER
SPOT S3V and the polymeric top layer
EXCEL HR S in a charcoal colour.  
The innovation on this project was 

the use of the aluminium finished
lightweight insulated cladding panel
VETISOL CLIN to improve both the
look and insulation values of the upper
level walls. VETISOL CLIN is installed
straight onto a masonry structure,
without the need for cross battens,
and is an extremely quick and simple
system for such application. 
Self-cleaning VETISOL CLIN will
enhance the visual impact of the
school for many years to come.
Further information on VETISOL CLIN
is available from Axter.

BELVEDERE INFANTS SCHOOL KENT



Accountant
A big welcome to Rita Wilson who has recently
joined Axter as the Company’s accountant. In the
short time she has been with Axter Rita has won
friends with both suppliers and customers alike
and has become a real asset for the Company.

Aurélie writes, “I was glad of the chance to work with
Axter Ltd. By undertaking a placement in an export-
import company such as Axter I have been able to
learn much about the practicalities of the company
such as order processing, stock control, invoicing
and credit control. I was given the specific task of
publishing this issue of Axt’Grind which brought me
into contact with a number of Axter’s customers.  

I was also charged with the unenviable task of cold
calling on architects from details of projects supplied
by the ABI leads service. The aim was to introduce
Axter to them with the ultimate objective of arranging
appointments for the Axter Ltd sales team.

I have enjoyed my time here in Ipswich”.

up to 20 litres of water per m2, a filter fleece
and then 50 mm of lightweight growing
medium. The surface was plug planted with
sedums with gravel margins to act as a
firebreak.
What made this particular contract a challenge
was the lack of storage space, limited hoisting
access through a stairwell and the fact that the
short duration of all trade packages meant that
there were numerous trades working
simultaneously on what was a tiny site.
The movement of men and materials through
the building had to be closely supervised with
material deliveries being made on a ‘just-in-
time’ basis. Just two weeks prior to practical
completion we were manhandling 14 tonnes of
growing medium through the building. We also
had to be careful of noise generated by the
work as we were working opposite studios
filming Watchdog and Rogue Traders.”

“We were employed to cover over the new
restaurant seating area and our starting point
was a steel frame with purlins already installed.
Due to difficult access conditions the multi-span
deck was installed in short lengths and we had
to provide a galvanised metal upstand; to allow
waterproofing to progress in advance of the
installation of a block work wall.
The deck was primed with Axter’s VERNIS
ANTAC primer before torching down Axter’s
VAP-AL aluminium lined vapour control layer.
Insulation consisted of 125 mm thick EPS
polystyrene bedded in the cold applied MASTIC
HYRENE. The waterproofing layers comprised
the self-adhesive underlay of HYRANGER Spot
S3V, strengthened at the upstands with Axter 35
PY angle strips and finished with a top layer of
self-finished root barrier ALPAFLORE PY AR.
The green roof elements consisted of BAC
CANALIS reservoir board, capable of holding

MY PLACEMENT 
IN AXTER LTD

Aurélie Deroche

Although virtually unknown in Britain it is usual for
French students to spend time on a number of
work placements as part of the undergraduate
studies. We were particularly happy to welcome
Aurélie Deroche, a fourth year student in Applied
Foreign languages (English and Spanish) in
International Trade at the Université of Metz, for
eleven weeks in the spring of 2004.

BBC White City restaurant

Rock Asphalte Ltd’s excellent working
relationship with Axter has seen the leading
UK roofing and cladding contractor employ
the company’s products on a wide range of
installations. Rock Asphalte is the market
leader in waterproofing technology. 
The company manufactures and installs its
own range of flat roofing, structural
waterproofing and vehicle deck waterproofing
systems which are regularly specified and
widely used on major commercial projects
such as shopping centres, office blocks, car
parks, lorry service decks, green/garden
roofs, podiums and roadway. Having
pioneered the addition of high performance in
polymers into traditional mastic asphalt for
waterproofing and flat roofing in 1986, Rock
Asphalte was the first company to receive 
ISO 9000 accreditations for both contracting
and manufacturing and has consistently been
associated with some of the largest and most
prestigious projects in the country.

FOCUS ON
FLEXIPHALTE TRIPLE 

PROTECTION

Triple Protection combines modern high performance
membrane technology with the proven durability of
FLEXIPHALTE POMMAR modified mastic asphalt. 

BBA Agrément Certificate No. 98/3545 states,“It will
provide an effective barrier to the transmission of
liquid water or water vapour for the design life of the
roof/substrate on which it is incorporated”.
Triple Protection can be used under both extensive
and intensive roof gardens.

Colin Mitchell, Chief Executive of Rock Asphalte Limited, commented 
“We greatly value our partnership arrangement with Axter and together 

we can offer our clients state of the art design solutions in roofing
technology. Rock Asphalte’s position as the leading UK manufacturer

and installer of mastic asphalte waterproofing systems is further
enhanced by our association with Axter.” Colin added “Rock

Asphalte recently launched a new division Rock Roofing and
Refurbishment which enables us to provide the total one-stop

waterproofing package for the building envelope
complementing our acclaimed roofing and vehicles deck

portfolio of products, systems and services which will
give further opportunities to forge even stronger

links between Axter and ourselves.”

Darren Taylor, Branch Manager of Breyer Group plc reports on a 
difficult contract roofing; a restaurant at the BBC White City.

Literature
In line with their roof membrane brochure, Axter’s new
literature on Green Roof Technology simplifies the art
of both extensive and intensive roof gardens. 
With experience gained on such prestigious projects
as Bill Dunster’s BedZED housing scheme, the West
One development at Devonshire Green, Sheffield,
new BBC buildings at White City and many other
projects Axter is well placed to give expert advice on
the waterproofing, water management and planting
schemes for virtually any application.

Managing Director, John Medlock, is campaigning for
a move away from pitched roofing, on the grounds of
safety, and their replacement with low slope green
roofs which will bring many environmental benefits.
English Nature’s report, No. 498, Green roofs: their
existing status and potential for conserving
biodiversity in urban areas (available from
www.english-nature.org.uk) is essential reading for
anyone interested in promoting the use of green roofs.


